





1.3 [CHANGE]

As Abram is sent, as the early Christian communities
were sent, we notice Four Immersions they

experienced...

they were immersed
inanew culture.

they were immersed
incommunity.

Abram headed into a hostile culture that
didn’t care for his God. Peter and the early
Jewish communities were called into
Gentile and Greek cultures through the
leadership of Paul. The great missionary
movements throughout our history
have been called to cross ethnic, social,
religious, and philosophical barriers to
extend God’s blessing. They had to live
with people that didn’t respect their God
or eat their food. They didn’t have much
control over how these cultures might
impact their lives and they had to trust
God to be with them in these foreign
environments.

You'll notice they never lived out their
sentness alone. Abram took a small band
with him. Jesus gathered a small band to
himself and whenever he sent them out,
it was at least two by two. The stories of
our early monastic or denominational
movements almost always had small
communities at their core.

10

11

\

they were immersed
in god
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they were immersed
in tension.

God didn’t call Abram or the early
communities to be evangelistic, share four
laws, or hand out tracts. He told them to bless
the world with the blessing God gave them.
Blessing means “the tangible touch of God.”
To share a program or a book or a principle
doesn’t require you to know God. But to give
the blessing of God to people you must be
immersed in him. Jesus said it this way:
“Apart from me you can do nothing.”

It should be clear by now that being sent
sometimes includes living with some internal
and social tension. The early communities
had to get used to walking by faith as they
sought God’s guidance on a daily basis. They
didn’t have pastors to give them a program to
follow. They didn’t have books to train them or
websites with cool resources. People thought
they were nuts. They had little or no financial
backing, travel was slow, and the language
barriers were widespread. Every day was a
new journey.
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1.4 actions

Imagine if Jesus were to walk into the room you're
in right now and say, “Come on, get up, and come
with me?”

Where do you picture him taking you first? Maybe
it’s someone’s home. If so, whose? Maybe it’s
someplace you've never been. Where? Why would
he take you there? :
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This week we’d like you to practice “sentness” by crossing three
barriers of normal life:

Cross your fence.

Do something to bless or simply converse with one neighbor on
your street.

Cross your street.

Do something to connect with someone who is close toyour
home, but with whom you haven’t built a relationship yet.

Ccross a social, political,
or ethnic barrier.

Take someone with you from your missional community.
Consider these ideas: eat at an authentically ethnic restaurant
in a part of town that is unfamiliar to you, attend a lecture or
event that represents a different part of culture, visit a church or
other religious location with different beliefs than your own.
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As you meet for the first time as a community, here are some things to do:
>> Exchange contact information to make it easier for your community to stay connected. I——‘—/ T gt = =
COMMUNITY MEMBERS/MISSIONAL PEOPLE _ L (o read Bore sbak o T:.;aﬁr)lgle’
1 - » section on page
[individuals actively committed to living a “sent” life in the context of community] | “' "‘ see “The Diagrams. D
s
; ‘ : GULTURE
Name Phone Number Email Address i "
| SOJOURNERS
L]
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; t { —
|
L—% :
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, S 2 CULTURE
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Questions for group discussion:
>> Take some time individually to make a list of all the sojourners you know who you
: . . i - . ! ¥l % What'’s something about yourself that the people in the group
might want to include in your community. Share it with the group. don'tk )
on't know?
SOJOURNERS
[spiritually curious God-seeking travelers who have intersected the missional
community]

What are two lifelong dreams of yours? Name one you've
accomplished and one you haven'’t.

Pray together for the sojourners you have listed.

Meet at a group member’s home or some other place where you can

share a meal together.




1.5 [CALIBRATION]

The New Testament is full of wild stories that
encourage us to live differently. One word,

however, stands as a clarion call to God’s work of
transformation in the world. The word is “Go.” It may
take some adjustment on our part to realize this, but
nothing of God’s Kingdom happens unless someone
is willing to GO.

Sometimes GOING will require a 30-second email
to encourage a friend, a five-minute walk across the
street to help a neighbor, or the willingness to give
up a quiet evening with your spouse in exchange

for inviting some friends over who don’t know
Christ. Other times, GOING may require a week-
long commitment, a large chunk of money, or even a
lifelong commitment to leave your city or country to
serve God.

Whatever the case, the word GO will cost you
something. It will require that you creatively look
for the opportunities that God provides you to leave

what’s natural and self-serving in order to extend his
love to others.
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WEEK 2

INCARNATIONAL



2. 1 [EXPLORATION]

So far we've learned that mission is the “sending” impulse and call for
every Christian. Amazingly, however, that impulse can send people
off into really goofy or offensive behavior in the world. For the sake

of “mission” some people threaten abortion clinics or preach fire and
brimstone with a megaphone on a street corner, trying to start spiri-
tual conversations with people with whom they have no relationship.

Paul described his ministry this way: “We loved you so much that
we were delighted to share with you not only the gospel of God but
our lives as well, because you had become so dear to us. Surely you
remember, brothers, our toil and hardship, we worked night and day
in order not to be a burden to anyone while we preached the gospel of
God to you.“ [1 Thessalonians 2:8-9]

Like harsh words spoken without tact, or a fire burning outside a
fireplace, missionality by itself can hurt the cause of Christ more than
it helps. This is why missional has an inseparable twin. The word is
incarnational. It means “to take on flesh.” If missional means “to go,”
incarnation is about how you go and what people see as you go. It
encompasses your posture, your tone, your motives, and your heart.
Incarnation is critical because it will eventually determine whether or
not people will want to know you or your God.

(E SOM GENEROUS
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HIDE?

one day peter and john were
going up to the temple at

the time of prayer at three in
the afternoon. now a man
crippled from birth was being
carried to the temple gate
called beautiful, where he
was put every day to beg from
those going into the temple
courts. when he saw peter
and john about to enter, he
asked them for money. peter
looked straight at him, as did
john. then peter said, look at
us! so the man gave them
his attention, expecting to
get something from them.
then peter said, silver or gold
i do nothave, but what i
have i give you. in the name
of jesus christ of nazareth,
walk. taking him by the right
hand, he helped him up, and
instantly the man’s feet and

ankles became strong.
(octs 3:1-7)

1

In Acts 3:1-7, there is a great story of Peter and John heading to the temple to pray.
On their way, they ran into a lame man who was begging for money. Peter and
John ministered to this man out on the street and it resulted in a great spiritual
awakening with many would-be Christ-followers.

Have you ever taken the time to recognize how many times God shows up “on the
way”? That is, as an interruption to our normal schedules? Peter and John were
following a ritual of heading to the church to pray, meet with God, and be with other
devout Jews. As an interruption to their expected walk, they ran into a setup by
God.

It’s interesting how so many people have come to expect God to show up during our
“spiritual times.” You know, during the sermon, the prayer time, the Bible study, or
the worship service. That’s where he heals us, teaches us, speaks to us, comforts
us, or guides us...at least that’s what we think.

Yet, the scriptures give us a very different picture. People got healed out on the
streets. Non-Christians saw the power of the early communities and encountered
Christ around tables, while sitting on a hill listening to him teach, walking with
him on a road, standing on a shore, or while getting some water at a well. Many
of the most powerful stories happened “along the way.” In most cases, Jesus and
the people that followed him met others in the context of their normal lives. God
showed up in the middle of real life.

Incarnation speaks to our posture, our timing, and how much of our time we give
people before we ever share biblical truths with them. But incarnation also speaks
to where the most important times of ministry will take place. To be incarnational,
therefore, means that we must begin where Jesus began with us: OUT THERE!
WITH PEOPLE! ALONG THE WAY!

_h.;"_.'k:- .‘.:;i; 'Lr' .J'l‘
i34 el
4 L

Y




?

2.2 [MEDITATION: NOTES]

Below is a list of suuphme gekerenmces keom The Gospels ok Luke
and Jolw, Read )(\«nouub\« Puew anmd weite down The emvironment Lor

some ok Jesus’ “alona Hae NA.,\" moments

Referenmce Event Where it \A;\Ppeweé

Joww 2,110 Turrmed waler into winve

Joww 3, (-4 Talked akter Wours
wi)(\/\ Micoéemus

Jolw U U= (0 Met Samaritan social outeast
Luke 4.38-U0  Vealed mother ~in-law

Cuke 5.1-8 Called Hae disciples

Cake 5.11-20 Wealed Hhae paralyfic

Luke 11 1-19 Faised waw £rom dead

Luke 9,10-11  Fed e 5000

Luke [ 11-19 Wealed Tae lepers

32

33

Whatis sigm&cmﬁ aboul Yhe comtext (place, emvviRonment )(.;\Pe ok
people) inv ench ok Yuese biblical events?




35

In John 8, we find a powerful story of a woman who was caught in
adultery. The religious guys were using her sin to try to test Jesus’
commitment to judge sinners. According to Old Testament law,
Jesus was expected to condone her death by stoning. But Jesus
didn’t. Instead he became her advocate, protected her, and turned
the question of judgment back to the religious people.

This small but revolutionary act set Jesus apart not only from the
expectations of the people of his time but also from what you and
I would generally expect. Judgment still exists inside the church
toward people who sin. Sinners expect Christians to judge their
behavior. All too often, we do.

The definition of an advocate is one who looks past the outward
behavior, vices, sin, frailty, brokenness, and confusion of a
person. Instead an advocate focuses on winning a person’s trust,
friendship, and loyalty. When those things are established, the
heart and desire to obey God come naturally.

This is why we must change our POSTURE. Our posture is what
wins a person’s respect and heart and helps them be open to God’s
ways. While poor posture communicates judgment, Christ-like
posture displays love.
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Spend some time today in a shopping mall, a

downtown café, or a coffee shop that overlooks
a busy crosswalk, a popular park, or a college

campus area.

Simply sit still and look at the faces that go past
you. Imagine some of the things that might
make up their life stories: sadness, abuse,
abandonment, broken relationships, sexual
mistakes, unemployment fears, lack of purpose,
broken marriages, deep debt, bankruptcy,
loneliness, despair, pressure to measure up,
desire for community, searching for God, parents
who haven’t understood or cared for their
children well. Pray for them.

Bless one person, without any
f 4# strings attached and without
trying to talk about God or get-
ting any acknowledgment.

Reflect on how your heart felt.
What if you could live a life of
blessing? How might you be dif-
ferent? How might it develop
street credibility if every Chris-
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Meet at a group member’s home or some other place where you can
share a meal together.
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safe place for other Christians but struggle to see mission occur.
The most common reason we hear goes something like this: “I'm
afraid to bring a non-Christian friend to my small group.”

Why is this? Well, it’s simple. The group hasn’t become
incarnational yet. People may be consistent, good-hearted,
faithful, and may even want to be missional, but it can still be

hard to trust the community to have the right posture together. Questions for group discussion:

Posture is the “attitude of the body.” Normally this refers to Be as honest as you can be...

physical posture, but think of it in terms of your community: In

other words, what is the attitude that people pick up from your Do you feel that you could bring anyone to this community? Why
entire group? or why not?

Posture problems can show up when a guest uses language What are you afraid would happen if your friends were to meet
that some consider inappropriate; has a different way of each other? Hang out together? Or discuss spiritual things
parenting, or expresses an unorthodox belief system. Issues together?

can come up related to basic life values, appropriate activities,

or whose perspectives rub off on who. While there aren’t always What issues could come up that you might possibly disagree on?
easy answers to these problems, it’s easier to talk about the Make a list and begin the dialogue.

tension before situations occur. Your group’s ability to express

incarnational community depends on it. What are ways your group can navigate the balance of “whimsical

holiness,” that is, holding to the values of following Christ while
fostering an atmosphere of non-judgment and acceptance?

Meet at a group member’s home. Plan to share a meal and
remember Christ’s death and resurrection.




So now we’ve spent some time thinking about
how incarnation happens. In the beginning
of The Tangible Kingdom book, Hugh shared
a personal story of how God got a hold of

his heart. He was at a New York pub having
dinner with some friends and watching a
Yankees play-off game. In this case, the need
for food led to spontaneous conversation,
which led to deeper discussion. This led to
enough emotional attachment for him to want
to go back to say goodbye before he flew home.

The key point of the story was that while
Hugh was “on his way,” God set up an
appointment that would forever change his
future, and that of many others.

As we’ve worked through this week, you

may have begun to see how, to intentionalize
incarnational activity. We've discoveredthat
most God-moments are unexpected and occur
along the way to someplace else. They will
seem like interruptions, but if you begin to
look for God’s fingerprints in your day and

in every relationship, in every coffee shop,

in every conversation you have with your
neighbor, there’s a good chance you will begin
to see God’s incarnational presence.
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2.2 [COMMUNIONI

My God, my God, wvhy have you forsaken
me? Why are you so far from saving me,
so far from the words of my groaning?
O my God, I ery out by day, but you do
not answer, by night, and amnot silent.
Yet you are enthroned as the Holy One§ you are the praise of
Israel. In you our fathers put their trusts they trusted and
you delivered them. They cried to you and were saveds in you
they trusted and were not disappointed. But I am a worm and
not a man, scorned by men and despised by the people. A11 who
see me mock mej they hurl insults, shaking their heads: “He
trusts in the LORD3 let the LORD rescue him. Let him deliver
him, since he delights in him.” Yet you brought me out of the
wombs you made me trust in you even at my mother’s breast.
From birth I was cast upon you; from my mother’s womb you
have been my God. Do not be far from me, for trouble is near
and there is no one to help. Many bulls surround mes strong
bulls of Bashan encircle me. Roaring lions tearing their
prey open their mouths wide against me. I am poureﬂd
out like water, and all my bones are out
of joint. My heart has turned to wax; it
has melted away within me. vy strength is dried
up like a potsherd, and my tongue sticks to the roof of my
mouths§ you lay me in the dust of death. Dogs have surrounded
me$ a band of evil men has encircled me, they have pierced

my hands and my feet. I can count all my bones§ people stare

47

and gloat over me. They divide my garments among them and
cast lots for my clothing. But you, O LORD, be not far offj O
my Strength, come quickly to help me. Deliver my life from
the sword, my precious 1life from the power of the dogs. Rescue
me from the mouth of the lionsj save me from the horns of
the wild oxen. I will declare your name to my brotherss in
the congregation I will praise you. You who fear the LORD,
praise him! A1l you descendants of Jacob, hqnor him! Revere
him, all you descendants of Israel! For he has not
despised or disdained the suffering
of the afflicted one; he has not
hidden his face from him but has
listened to his e¢ry for help. rron
you comes the theme of my praise in the great assemblys
before those who fear you will I fulfill my vows. The
poor will eat and be satisfied; they who seek the LORD
will praise him—may your hearts live forever! A1l the
ends of the earth will remember and turn to the LORD,
andallthefamiliesof thenationswill bowdown before
him, for dominion belongs to the LORD and he rules
over the nations. A1l the rich of the earth will feast

in living an incarnational life.

and worships all who go down to the dust will kneel
before him—those who cannot keep themselves alive.
Posterity will serve himg future generations will be
told about the Lord. Thay will proclaim
his righteousness to a people yet
unborn—rfor he has done it. (psaim 22)

These ancient words were written long before Jesus came and yet they describe in

clear, and sometimes uncomfortably graphic, terms some of the struggles inherent






